
Report USA exchange (Indianapolis) 2018 

In the following report I will tell you something about my USA exchange in the 

Easter holidays 2018. 

My trip started at 7am at the International airport of Frankfurt. All people who 

took part in the exchange met before we went to the plane. At the airport I 

made the first acquaintances with other exchange students. After the Check-In 

my nine hour 12 hour flight to Indianapolis began.  

There was a stop after nine hours in Chicago which is with 3 million people the 

largest city in the Midwest of the USA. 

 

(View on Chicago from the plane) 

After a two-hour stop I flew to Indianapolis which is the capital of the state 

Indiana. 

At the airport of Indianapolis my host family was already waiting. 

 

(Me and my host family) 



After that all exchange students went with their host families into their homes 

and spent the rest of the day together. 

The first days 

When we arrived there was a weekend, so we did not have to go to school. The 

exchange students spent the days with their host family. At the first weekend 

me and my host family visited The Children’ s Museum of Indianapolis which is 

the biggest children museums in the world. Also we visited a track race in which 

the children of my host family took part. In this track race all the schools of 

Indianapolis participated. 

  

(Stadium where the track race took place) 

The school 

After the weekend I had my first school day in an American school. 

The American school system is in many points different from the German school 

system. For example the American students have the same schedule every day 

and they have every subject just one period. Also there are differences in 

freetime activities. In Germany when you join a soccer club it is in the freetime 

and it is voluntary. In the USA if you want to play soccer you have to play in a 

school team and it is mandatory. So you have to go to it, because the students 

get marks for it. 

All in all you can say the American schools attach great importance to sport 

activities. For example the school I visited had a baseball field, a basketball court, 

a soccer field and its own gym and, by the way, the school had only about 500 

students.  



 
 

(Baseball field on the school) 

 

(gym of the school) 

Many of my American school days were the same, but it was quite interesting to 

see how the American classes are like and it was a big improvement for my 

English skills. 

At the school I attended there were many other exchange students, many of 

them live in the US for two years and visit the school to improve for example 

their English skills. 



Activities with the exchange students 

During the school days the German exchange students visited sometimes 

attractions of Indianapolis. For example we visited the “Circle“ which is a famous 

place in the center of Indianapolis where the famous “Sailors’ and Soldiers’ 

Monument“ is. 

 

(The “Circle“ and the Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Monument) 

Also we visited the Indiana State House which is the residence of Indiana`s 

governor and the Supreme Court of Indiana. The State House is a pretty 

interesting building with a big history. By the way, Mike Pence was a former 

governor of Indiana and he worked in the State House. Now Mike Pence is the 

Vice President of the United States. 

 

(The Indiana State House in Indianapolis) 



Activities with the host family 

On the next weekend I did some nice activities with my host family. We visited a 

soccer game of the team of Indianapolis named “Indy eleven“ and it was the first 

game of the season so the mood in the stadium was very good. The game was in 

the “Lucas Oil Stadium“, which is usually the stadium of the football team of 

Indianapolis: the “Indianapolis Colts“. The stadium looked impressive and it is 

only five years old. 

 

(During the game between the team of Indianapolis and the team of Cincinnati) 

 

(The whole stadium) 



These were just a few activities I did, for example I also visited the famous 

Indianapolis race circuit where yearly the biggest car race in the world takes 

place: the “Indy 500“. 

 

(The Indianapolis race circuit) 

Conclusion 

All in all it was an impressive stay in the United States. It was pretty cool to see 

the American culture in contrast to the German one. The American people are 

always very helpful and in every situation friendly. I think the American people 

are much more relaxed than the German people. The Americans take everything 

calmly. That was a huge help in the time I stayed in the US. 

I can recommend an exchange to the USA because it is a big chance to improve 

your English skills and it is an easy way to learn something about the American 

culture. When you liked your stay it is always good to have contact to an 

American family, maybe you want to come again to the United States. 
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